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EMBA-NY Weekend Format

 Courses take place on Fridays or Saturdays and combines EMBA-NY programs

 Menu = grouping of courses that take place at the same time, you can only choose one course from 

a given menu.

 Menus A & B: Fridays; Menus C, D, E, F: Saturdays

 Menus do not conflict with each other

 Menus A, B, C, D are your standard Fri/Sat program dates. 

 Menus C, D, E, F are your standard Saturday program dates. 

 Choose one course from these menus to have a full courseload of electives on based on your 

program.

 Menus E & F have 1.5 credit courses

Curriculum – Elective Formats, Continuing Terms



Curriculum – Elective Format, Continuing Terms

*Tentative summer weekend course offering* 



Curriculum – Weekend Format Elective Menus



 EMBA International Seminar

 Counts as a three-credit elective

Maximum of two international seminars (6 credits)

 Summer Term: Shanghai

 Fall Term: Cape Town, Santiago, Munich

Curriculum – Elective Format, Continuing Terms



Curriculum: EMBA International Seminar



– EMBA-Global Block Week Electives 

 Intensive course lasting 5 days

 Sun-Thurs or Mon-Fri 

Will not conflict with EMBA-NY Weekend format electives

 Three credits, takes place at CBS in NYC

 EMBA block weeks course numbers start with B7

Curriculum – Elective Format, Continuing Terms



Curriculum: EMBA-Global Block Week Electives



– Non-EMBA Registration

 Full-time MBA evening, daytime, and block week courses (space 

available basis, smaller summer offering)

 London Business School exchange (very limited space, extremely 

competitive)

 Independent study

 Cross-registration at other CU Graduate Schools

Curriculum – Elective Format, Continuing Terms



 Can I take more credits than is required for my degree? Yes!

 Up to 9.0 credits beyond the 60.0 credit graduation requirement may be completed 

free of charge.

 Pay for credits as you consume them, free credits are taken off tuition bill in final 

term.

 Students must complete all free courses by the end of their final term. Additional 

credits cannot be taken after your degree has been conferred. 

Additional Elective Course Initiative



 Space must be available in the course & you must receive permission from professor

 Professors are not required to allow auditors, it is at their discretion 

 No official registration/academic credit, no tuition charged, no grade

 Access to Canvas page

 Cannot later take the course for credit

 More information: https://students.business.columbia.edu/records-

registration/auditing

Auditing



Claire  Netemeyer 
Assistant Director, Academic Advising and Student Success
Office of Student Affairs



Course Match & Vergil



– Course Selection & Ranking Period 
– Wednesday, March 26 - Tuesday, April 1
– Elective Selection Guide and EMBA schedules posted by March 26

– Student Schedules Published
– Wednesday, April 16

– Add/Drop Period
– Opens Wednesday, April 23

Summer Registration Dates



Elective Selection

Elective selection for the Summer 2025 term takes place March 26 - April 1 using a system called 
Course Match.

Course Match is an advanced algorithm that assigns classes based on your preferences. The 
algorithm uses the rankings submitted by you and your classmates to determine the demand for 
every class. Using that information, it gives you as many of your highly ranked classes at the end of 
the selection period. Course Match is not a first-come, first-served system, and you’ll receive your 
final elective registration in mid April.

The algorithm is a direct application of market design theory. If you are interested in the details, the 
publication of the study can be found via this link: 
https://pubsonline.informs.org/doi/pdf/10.1287/opre.2016.1544

https://pubsonline.informs.org/doi/pdf/10.1287/opre.2016.1544


Elective Selection

Course Match is accessed via https://coursematch.gsb.columbia.edu/

After logging in, the first step will be deciding the minimum number of credits you wish to enroll in and the target 
credit value. You will be able to enroll in up to 15 credits through the Course Match ranking process.

- Minimum credits: minimum 
credits you wish to be enrolled 
in

- Target credits: maximum 
number of credits you will be 
assigned, determines how many 
credits to rank (capped at 15 
credits)

https://coursematch.gsb.columbia.edu/


Elective Selection

Reminder: You must 
select at least double 
your target credits.

Doing so helps the 
algorithm work most 
efficiently.



Elective Selection

After adding your classes, you will then 
rank them in order of importance. You 
can add them to the following buckets: 
Favorite, Great, Good, Acceptable.

You can only rank one Favorite. The 
other buckets have no restrictions.

Note: Placing a course as your 
Favorite does not guarantee a seat in 
the course



Elective Selection 
The next step is to review potential 
schedules that course match may give.  

Please keep in mind that if there is a 
greater demand than available seats for 
your top pick classes, you may receive a 
schedule not in the potential schedules. 

The last step is to hit confirm and you are 
all done.  You can go back and make 
changes and confirm again, until the 
selection round ends.



Add/Drop & Waitlist Period
–Moving to Vergil

– New guide and more information coming soon
–Add and drop courses in real time
–Join waitlist for courses that filled during the elective 

selection period



Registration Resources
 EMBA Student Site: Elective Selection 

 https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-
essentials/classes/elective-selection



Elective Selection Guide



CBS Course Catalog

Note: The CBS Course Catalog 
contains the most comprehensive 
listing for all courses being offered 
in the upcoming semester. 

https://courses.business.columbia.edu/



CBS Course Catalog

Clicking on an individual 
course in the Course 
Catalog takes you to a 
more detailed 
description of the 
course.

https://courses.business.columbia.edu/



• Elective Selection page: 
• https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-

essentials/classes/elective-selection

• EMBA Student Site:
• https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/

• Academic Advising
• https://gsbcolumbia.starfishsolutions.com/starfish-ops/session/casLogin.html 

• Tutoring (Core & Capital Markets)
• https://gsbcolumbia.starfishsolutions.com/starfish-ops/session/casLogin.html 

Resources

https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/
https://gsbcolumbia.starfishsolutions.com/starfish-ops/session/casLogin.html
https://gsbcolumbia.starfishsolutions.com/starfish-ops/session/casLogin.html


Carolina Acosta Gutierrez
Associate Director, Academic Advising and Student Success
Office of Student Affairs



Academic Advising



Scheduling an Academic Advising Appointment

1. Log into Starfish using your UNI:
https://gsbcolumbia.starfishsolutions.com/starfish-ops/session/casLogin.html

2. On the landing 
page, click the 
“EMBA Academic 
and Student 
Affairs” tab

https://gsbcolumbia.starfishsolutions.com/starfish-ops/session/casLogin.html


Scheduling an Academic Advising Appointment

26EMs: Claire Netemeyer
26BAs: Carolina Acosta 

Gutierrez

You can also schedule an 
appointment with Susan

3. Select your advisor, 
then click “Schedule 
Appointment”
 



Scheduling an Academic Advising Appointment

5. Select a range of 
dates, then choose an 
advising time that works 
for you

4. Once you reach your 
advisor’s appointment 
page, select “Course 
Match/SSOL Questions”



Scheduling an Academic Advising Appointment

6. Once you have 
chosen a time, you 
can select a location 
(Zoom  or on 
campus, depending 
on availability)

7. Click “Confirm” – Once this step 
has been completed, you will reach 
a confirmation page. A 
confirmation email/calendar invite 
with instructions will also be sent 
to you. You’re all set! 

You’re all set!



FAQ
– How should I prepare for an Academic Advising Appointment?

– Review the Course selection guide ahead of your appointment 
– Write down questions
– Draft class rankings

– What electives can I take in Summer?
– Friday/Saturdays: You may choose to take Capital Markets (3 credits) in Summer to fulfill the co/pre-requisite for finance electives                                                     
Additional options:
– EMBA-Global Block Week Electives (5 days, Sun-Thur or Mon-Fri)
– Non-EMBA Registration: 

– Full-time MBA evening, daytime, and block week courses (space available basis)
– London Business School exchange (very limited space, extremely competitive)
– Independent study
– Cross registration at other CU Graduate Schools (limited in the summer)

– What should I expect during Academic Advising?
– Review Course Match rankings
– How to go over the resources for elective selection
– Course selection guidance



Q&A
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