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Curriculum
Term 1: Summer 2026 Credits  Term 2: Fall 2026  Credits 

Financial Accounting 3.0         Foundations of Valuation 1.5          

Leadership & Organizational Change 3.0         Corporate Finance 1.5          

Managerial Statistics 3.0         Managerial Economics 1.5          

Subtotal credits 9.0         Strategy Formulation 1.5          

Marketing Strategy 3.0          

Subtotal credits 9.0          

Term 3: Spring 2027  Credits Term 4
1
: Summer 2027  Credits 

Operations Management 1.5         Elective 3.0          

Business Analytics 1.5         Elective 3.0          

Markets & the Economy 1.5         Elective 3.0          

Global Economic Environment 1.5          Elective
3

3.0          

 Capital Markets or other elective
2

3.0 Subtotal credits 9.0 - 12.0

Subtotal credits 9.0         

Term 5
1
: Fall 2027  Credits Term 6: Spring 2028  Credits 

Elective 3.0         Elective 3.0          

Elective 3.0         Elective 3.0          

Elective 3.0         Elective 3.0          

 Elective
3

3.0          Elective
3

3.0          

Subtotal credits 9.0 -12.0 Subtotal credits 9.0 - 12.0

1
An International Seminar can be taken in either terms 4 or 5. 

2
Capital Markets is a co-requisite for finance electives.

3
In additional to the Saturday format electives, students take a required international seminar & a block week/weeknight elective   

EMBA-NY Saturday Residence Weekend



Curriculum – Core & Elective Format, Term 3

Saturday Format

– Four core courses (6 credits)
• First half of the term (A-term): 

▪ Business Analytics (1.5 credits)

▪ Markets & the Economy (1.5 credits)

• Second half of the term (B-term): 

▪ Operations Management (1.5 credits)

▪ Global Economic Environment (1.5 credits)

• Automatically enrolled

– Capital Markets OR Negotiations (3 credits)
• Rotates through the 28EM Saturday timeslots along with core classes

• Happen at the same time – you cannot choose to take both on Saturdays

• Capital Markets also available as a weeknight elective and exemption exam 

▪ Pre/co-requisite for finance courses

• Not automatically enrolled – you must register through the elective registration process



Curriculum – Core & Elective Format, Term 3

Additional options to consider that ARE related to Course Match

– EMBA-Global Block Week Electives at CBS
• 5 days in length and typically 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
• Sunday-Thursday or Mon-Friday
• LBS visiting students and catering provided

– MBA Electives on Elective Selection Guide
• Full-time MBA courses (daytime and evening options on space available basis)
• MBA Pathways as a resource based on interests
• Connect with advisor for questions about courses outside of your program

https://academics.business.columbia.edu/mba/academics/curriculum-pathways
https://academics.business.columbia.edu/mba/academics/curriculum-pathways


Curriculum – Core & Elective Format, Term 3

Additional options to consider that are NOT related to Course Match

– Cross-Registration at CU Graduate Schools
• OARR site about cross-registration
• Must be graduate level course of 4000 or higher
• Often has registration closer to start of term
• Combined maximum of 6 credits between independent study and cross-registration

– Independent Study
• OARR site about independent study
• Register by the end of A-term add/drop deadline in the term of the independent study
• Combined maximum of 6 credits between independent study and cross-registration

– More options in Terms 4-6 (More info at Residence Weekend III)
• LBS Exchange opportunities
• International Seminars

https://students.business.columbia.edu/records-registration/cross-registration/xreg-emba
https://students.business.columbia.edu/records-registration/cross-registration/xreg-emba
https://students.business.columbia.edu/records-registration/academic-records-policies/independent-study
https://students.business.columbia.edu/records-registration/academic-records-policies/independent-study


Elective Registration Process

Course Selection & Ranking Period 
▪ Takes place in a system called Course Match.

▪ October 28 – November 5

▪ You will have a week to login and rank order the course(s) you would like to take. It 
is not first come, first served.

▪ Schedules are released a few weeks after Course Match closes.

▪ This is how you will register for Capital Markets or Negotiations

▪ You can also take additional courses if you wish!

Add/Drop & Waitlist Period
▪ Takes place in Columbia University's main registration system: Vergil

▪ Add/Drop happens in real-time and is first come, first served. 

▪ Add or drop courses and add yourself to waitlists for courses that have filled.

▪ Opens December 2 – December 11; Paused for holidays; Reopens January 4



Resources



EMBA Student Site: Elective Selection

▪ EMBA Student Site: Elective 
Selection 

https://students.business.columbia.edu/e
mba-students/academic-
essentials/classes/elective-selection 

https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection


EMBA Student Site: Registration Resources

▪ EMBA Student Site: Registration 
Resources

https://students.business.columbia.edu/e
mba-students/academic-
essentials/classes/elective-
selection/resources 

https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection/resources
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection/resources
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection/resources
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection/resources
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection/resources
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection/resources
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection/resources
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection/resources


Elective Selection Guide



CBS Course Catalog

Note: The CBS Course Catalog 
contains the most comprehensive 
listing for all courses being offered 
in the upcoming semester. 

https://courses.business.columbia.edu/



Course Catalog

Clicking on an individual 
course in the Course 
Catalog takes you to a 
more detailed 
description of the 
course.

https://courses.business.columbia.edu/



Resources

• EMBA Student Site:

• https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-
essentials/classes/elective-selection

• Academic Advising with Jacob (jv2988@gsb.columbia.edu) 

• Starfish & (How to book an advising appt)

• Questions about curriculum, credits, review rankings, course selection

• Office of Academic Records and Registration (OARR): 

• Questions regarding Course Match tech functionality and troubleshooting: 
coursematch@gsb.columbia.edu

• They will reach out to you if you have conflicts, are overenrolled, etc. Please 
pay attention to their automated emails!

https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://gsbcolumbia.starfishsolutions.com/starfish-ops/session/casLogin.htm
https://gsbcolumbia.starfishsolutions.com/starfish-ops/session/casLogin.htm
https://students.business.columbia.edu/sites/students/files-efs/imce-uploads/EMBA%20Starfish%20Advising%20Guide%20Fall%202025.pdf
mailto:coursematch@gsb.columbia.edu


Resources

• Exemption Exams:

• https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba/exemption-exams

• exemptions@gsb.columbia.edu

• Independent Study:

• https://students.business.columbia.edu/records-registration/academic-
records-policies/independent-study

• independentstudy@mail.gsb.columbia.edu

• Office of Student Affairs: 

• osa@gsb.columbia.edu if unsure where to direct your question

https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba/exemption-exams
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba/exemption-exams
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba/exemption-exams
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba/exemption-exams
https://students.business.columbia.edu/records-registration/academic-records-policies/independent-study​
https://students.business.columbia.edu/records-registration/academic-records-policies/independent-study​
https://students.business.columbia.edu/records-registration/academic-records-policies/independent-study​
https://students.business.columbia.edu/records-registration/academic-records-policies/independent-study​
https://students.business.columbia.edu/records-registration/academic-records-policies/independent-study​
https://students.business.columbia.edu/records-registration/academic-records-policies/independent-study​
https://students.business.columbia.edu/records-registration/academic-records-policies/independent-study​
https://students.business.columbia.edu/records-registration/academic-records-policies/independent-study​
https://students.business.columbia.edu/records-registration/academic-records-policies/independent-study​
https://students.business.columbia.edu/records-registration/academic-records-policies/independent-study​


Course Match & Vergil



Elective Selection – Course Match

Election selection for the Spring 2027 term takes place October 28 – November 5 using a system 
called Course Match.

Course Match is an advanced algorithm that assigns classes based on your preferences. The 
algorithm uses the rankings submitted by you and your classmates to determine the demand for 
every class. Using that information, it gives you as many of your highly ranked classes at the end of 
the selection period. Course Match is not a first-come, first-served system, and you’ll receive your 
results on November 17.

The algorithm is a direct application of market design theory. If you are interested in the details, the 
publication of the study can be found via this link: 
https://pubsonline.informs.org/doi/pdf/10.1287/opre.2016.1544

https://pubsonline.informs.org/doi/pdf/10.1287/opre.2016.1544


Note: You may see this screen 
when accessing Course Match for 
the first time. If so, please follow 
the steps below to access Course 
Match
1) Click the link in the paragraph 

above OK
2) You will be redirected to Vergil, 

wait a moment for a pop-up.
3) Review and agree to the 

financial responsibility 
statement.

4) Once you have submitted, 
please return to the Course 
Match screen. Hit "OK"

5) The page will refresh and you 
will now see a button that says 
"CBS Spring 2027"-click there to 
enter Course Match



Elective Selection – Course Match

Course Match is accessed via https://coursematch.gsb.columbia.edu/

After logging in, the first step will be deciding the minimum number of credits you wish to enroll in and the target 
credit value. Keep in mind, you will already be taking 6 credits of core, so you’ll have the ability to enroll in 9 more 
credits, although most of you be taking an additional 3-6 credits. 

- Minimum Credits: minimum 
credits you wish to be enrolled in

- Maximum Credits: maximum 
number of credits you will be 
assigned, determines how many 
credits to rank (capped at 9 credits)

https://coursematch.gsb.columbia.edu/


Elective Selection – Course Match

Reminder: You must 
select at least double 
your maximum credits.

Doing so helps the 
algorithm work most 
efficiently.

You will not be 
assigned more than 
your maximum credits. 



Elective Selection – Course Match

Total Number of Credits You Want 
to Take for the Term 
(Core + Electives) 

Set Course Match Max to
(For Electives)

Rank at Least This 
Amount of Elective 
Credits

9 credits 3 credits 6 credits

12 credits 6 credits 12 credits

15 credits 9 credits 18 credits

Term 3: Course Match Credit Limits
• Course Match helps students generate a schedule of up to 15 total credits. 
• You are pre-enrolled in 6 core credits. 

6 pre-enrolled core credits + up to 9 credit Course Match electives = 15 credit schedule.

Remember:
• Rank 2x your Course Match maximum in elective credits.
• Any maximum set above 9 will be automatically reduced before seat allocation.



Elective Selection – Course Match

Total Number of Credits You Want to 
Take for the Term 
(Core + Electives) 

Set Course Match Max to
(For Electives)

Rank at Least This Amount 
of Elective Credits

9 credits 3 credits 6 credits

EXAMPLE 1
• You plan to take your pre-enrolled 6 core credits on Saturdays
• You want to take Capital Markets for 3 credits on Saturdays
• Your total credits for the term will be 9 

EXAMPLE 2
• You plan to take your pre-enrolled 6 core credits on Saturdays
• You want to take Capital Markets for 3 credits on Saturdays
• You want to take a weekday MBA elective for 3 credits
• Your total credits for the term would be 12

Total Number of Credits You Want to 
Take for the Term 
(Core + Electives) 

Set Course Match Max to
(For Electives)

Rank at Least This Amount 
of Elective Credits

12 credits 6 credits 12 credits



Elective Selection – Course Match

After adding your classes, you will then 
rank them in order of importance. You 
can add them to the following buckets: 
Favorite, Great, Good, Acceptable.

You can only rank one Favorite. The 
other buckets have no restrictions.

Note: Placing a course as your 
Favorite does not guarantee a seat in 
the course



Elective Selection – Course Match

The next step is to review potential 
schedules that course match may give.  

Please keep in mind that if there is a 
greater demand than available seats for 
your top pick classes, you may receive a 
schedule not in the potential schedules. 

The last step is to hit confirm and you are 
all done.  You can go back and make 
changes and confirm again, until the 
selection round ends.



Elective Selection – Vergil (Add/Drop & Waitlist)

https://sishelp.sis.columbia.edu/vergil_student_registration


Add/Drop & Waitlist Period

–Adding and Dropping Courses is done in Vergil
– Vergil Quick Guide available here

–Add and drop courses in real-time

–Join the waitlist for courses that filled during the elective 
selection period

–Find the Add/Drop timetable of deadlines online here

https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection
https://students.business.columbia.edu/emba-students/academic-essentials/classes/elective-selection/timeline


– Course Selection & Ranking Period (Course Match)
– October 28 –  November 5

– Student Schedules Published (Course Match)
– November 17

– Add/Drop Period (Vergil)
– December 2 – December 11

– Paused for holidays

– Reopens January 4

Spring 2027 Registration Dates



Course Match Demo



Important Takeaways

▪ Don't forget to rank!

▪ Don't wait until the last minute!

▪ Yes, you must rank double the amount of credits you would like to take (your 
max credits). 

▪ Ranking is the first phase of registration. You will have the chance to adjust 
your schedule during add/drop.

▪ Have a question? Review the email from Jacob from yesterday! 

▪ Need an appointment? Schedule with Jacob using Starfish:
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